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The goal...

‘Oxford Sparks aims to share our amazing science with everyone,
support teachers to enrich their science lessons and support our
researchers to get their stories out there..
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Why use it

* Build your networks
* Extend your networks
Do better, more relevant research

* You and your research more visible

* Achieve greater academic impact

“Scientists whose research was mentioned on Twitter had significantly higher h-
indices (B = .13, p £.01) than their peers whose research was not mentioned on
Twitter”

http://jmqg.sagepub.com/content/early/2014/09/12/1077699014550092
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Audiences

" Age COMRES Pt

* Gender RESEARCH COUNCILS UK -
PUBLIC INSIGHT RESEARCH

* Geographical location

MARCH 2017

* Interests

* Background
* Motivations
e Religion

e Association

http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/documents/publications/rcukpublicinsightproject-pdf/



http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/documents/publications/rcukpublicinsightproject-pdf/

Oxford Sparks target audience....




Where to start?

0.5. Fill in your online research profile pages
1. What are your aims?

2. Who are your audience?
- Who are you reaching now?
- Who would you like to reach?
- Where are they?
- What do they want to know?
- How committed are they?






Keep in Mind...

* Time you have available
* What fits with you
* The trade-off between depth and breadth of reach

* Things don’t happen over night



e Field Trips

® Research

e Publications
e Teaching

e Conferences
e Team Work

* Presentations

e Papers

e Essays/thesis

¢ Data sets

e Art

® Reports

e Course material

® Podcasts

e Video

* Blog posts

e Infographics
e Maps

¢ Posters

e Live Q&A

* I[mages

Which
Morphs into




How Can You Use It?




How Can You Use It7?

- Increased citations
- Outlet for opinions
- Feedback

Networkin )
8 - Open data and sharing
- Translation to wider
audiences
Dialogue Wider Communication

- Increased visibility

- Media coverage

Would this look the same for both professional and personal use?



Examples of content to share - Podcasts

Thursday 6th Apr 2017, 04.30pm

Should I take a selfie with a wild animal? On iTunes:

Travel companies around the world profit from some of the cruellest types of wildlife tourist
attractions on earth.

Padcasts © Education - Higher Education - Oxford University
Whether it is riding elephants, taking selfies with tigers, or performing dolphin shows, these a
can cause lifelong suffering for wild animals. Big Questions - with Oxford Sparks

Oxford University >

Details  Retings and Reviews  Related

o %1
. Oxford .-
Tuesday 28th Mar 2017, 10.45am . Sparks s

How do you teach a machine to drive a car?

From the Provider

some of the

with *Origins; tackfing topics

Subscribe ~

You may have seen the story last year about an electric pod travelling 1.25 miles (2km) throug o i il FLEASEE Raatickd PLBLLARITY!  BS
pedestrianised areas of Milton Keynes, reaching speeds of up to 15mph while having to cope  # » » » » 16 Hew do you run a marathan with... 12 i Got
walkers and cyclists while missing one key feature - a driver. i Hev d maving? 10 i i Get
with awild 13 mim 2 Jun, 217 i Gat
el et right 12 mim 2 Jdum, 2077 i Gt
How open should open data be? 13 mim R I Get
What happened to the firsl sovi.. 12 mi « i =

1070 i (IHTHE Ger v

a Goncern 12 ! Co
Hew co wou TUPR 80 arang e inko 11 mir i Get
wedneSday s Earthquakes, can we make smar, 11 mim 2017 b earthaquak... Get
HOW do you runa marat_hon Mm two kidS? 11 What cana power ballad can te... 11m 27 Jan, 2017 Musle provides 1. i Gt

What do you think of when you think of running a marathon? Tired legs? Hitting that ‘wall’? Now
imagine pushing a double buggy with two children inside and attempting to break a world record to
do it in the fastest time. This is what Oxford University Biomechanical Engineer Jessica Bruce (Nee...




s vaping better than smoking?

e Shared during the first week of January
* Answered the question

* Target audience

* Who can help share the content?

* Wider press angle / awareness day?

* Platform it can sit on?

e Budget for boosting?

https://www.oxfordsparks.ox.ac.uk/content/vaping-better-smoking
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Flower on Earth

Monday 23rd October, 2pm s

" S .'O.x.fo;*'d‘ f’.._. :
R )\ Pfacebook T =

) L ® » -
&/ 1 ve \ B

N\ With Dr Chris Thorogood / s

Q¢ Head of Science, o v sk ot oyl s
' Oxford Botanic Garden
#AskSparks

Facebook LIVE




Facebook LIVE

Oxford Sparks was v

300Ut 4 monifys age - €
We are LIVE with Hariet Ibbett and Victoria
GriMiths two researchers from University of
Oxford Interdiciplinary Centre for Canservation
Sclence 10 talk all things conservation! Ask your
questions below...

Oxforé Sparks - 15738 Muhammad Asad you
«an find out more about the Universiy
adMIssion process here
IS ZAaant OX.3C Uhd iy,
shudents.

internationst

International
students |...

2% U0 1T @)

Oxford Sparks w ve
aout 3 monghs age €

Ve are LIVE with Dr Anna Machin 10 ask s
love real? Ask your guestions Delow...
#CuricsityCarnival

e et e B Our last Facebook
00w = oo commens - LIVE has been

150 shares

e e viewed over 15,000

" gonna feel loved after mamiage, what's the
point of getting married then? i jove is not
e

. Oxford Sparks Hey Maddy, Anna
replioct NO. Decause marrage Is 3
cuiural insfitubon that evolved in the
first instance a3 a form of social
coniract, often between two families
rather than two indivicuals. It was







The role of Twﬂ’rer |n SCieﬂCG Pubhcchon and Communication

@sciencenmogoring i o,
@barackobama® “L "

- News organizations,
]ournclls'rs policy makers,
9 ond thought leaders
 are active on

- Twitter .@?\NSF

VSVN

a @
& @colinmer @PeerjPrePnn'rs Y
"i". 1_‘.'1»: e
‘hWogoohic campiied wing dota fiom Daling el ol 201 3, Peerd Piefint befomr pubication in deas in Ecology and Evolution ond efaences therein by RatiePnDoon

https://theconversation.com/its-time-for-scientists-to-tweet-14658



1. Neil deGrasse Tyson, Astrophysicist
2,400,000 followers @neiltyson
Citations: 151 K-index: 11129

Total number of tweets: 3,962

Hayden Flanetarium, United Siates To p 5 0 S c i e nt i Sts o n TWitte r

2. Brian Cox, Physicist

1,440,000 followers @ProfBrianCox
Citations: 33,301 K-index: 1168

Total number of tweets: 10,300

University of Manchester, United Kingdom

http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2014/09/top-50-science-stars-twitter

w.Richard 3. Richard Dawkins, Biologist
. 1,020,000 followers @RichardDawki .
G L TR o s A http://www.sciencemag.org/careers/2013/12/more-tweets-don-t-add-more-
Total number of tweets: 15000 . . .
University of Oxford, United Kingdom Cl ta t Ion S_St u d V'f| n d S

4. Ben Goldacre, Physician

341,000 followers @bengoldacre

Y Citations: 1,086 K-index: 841

Total number of tweets: 47300

London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine, United Kingdom

5. Phil Plait, Astronomer

320,000 followers {@BadAstronomer
Citations: 254 K-ndex: 1256

Tetal number of tweets: 47 000

Bad Astronomy, United States

6. Michio Kaku, Theoretical physicist
310,000 followers @michiokaku

Citations: 5,281 K-index: 461

Total number of tweets: 1,130

The City Callege of New York, United States



http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2014/09/top-50-science-stars-twitter
http://www.sciencemag.org/careers/2013/12/more-tweets-don-t-add-more-citations-study-finds

Remember it’s public!

Think before you post
Confidentiality

Respect

‘views are my own’

How much of ‘you’ to give away

http://www.admin.ox.ac.uk/personnel/during/socialmedia/



http://www.admin.ox.ac.uk/personnel/during/socialmedia/




Micrhaala l ivinAaetaAana 2 rn = 91 Anr JN4E

HabitatUK: #mmg}Our totally desirable Spring collection now has 20%
off'www. habitat.co.uk/pws/Home.ice

2 gays ago from web - Reply - View Twest

HabitatUK3#Apple lOur totally desirable Spring collection now has 20%
off'www. habifal.co.uk/pws/Home.ice

2 days ago from web - Raply - View Tweeal

Habitatuk! #Pon lOur totally desirable Spring collection now has 20%
off'www.habitat.co.uk/pws/Home.ice

2 days ago from web - Beply - View Twest

mmamgi #lPhgné Our totally desirable Spring collection now has 20%
off'www.habital.co.uk/pws/Home.ice

2 days ago from web - Reply - View Tweet




The sorts of things that make social
media good...

® New ® Opinions

® Dramatic ® Personal stories
® Fun ® Questions

e Unusual e Universal

® Surprising ® Timeless

e Explanations






Plan it

* Decide how much time you have and prioritise your goals
* Devote some time regularly (e.g., 20 minutes a day)

* Schedule posts ahead of time

e Set up meaningful notifications



Create Your Strategy

* What would you like to achieve?
* Who are your audience(s)?

 What do they want? Where are they?

* How much time do you have and how often?
* What resources do you already have?
 What could you create?

* What platform(s) will you use?

* What sort of tone will you use for your posts?



Enjoy it!




More info

* Science writing top tips:
http://www1l1.uwe.ac.uk/research/sciencecommunicationunit/events/scien
cewritingcompetition/tipsforgreatsciencewriting.aspx

* Vitae guide for researchers using social media
https://www.vitae.ac.uk/vitae-publications/reports/innovate-open-
university-social-media-handbook-vitae-2012.pdf

* https://sciencecommunicationbreakdown.wordpress.com/

* Canva — for all your designing needs

* Tweetdeck or Hootesuite for scheduling Tweets


http://www1.uwe.ac.uk/research/sciencecommunicationunit/events/sciencewritingcompetition/tipsforgreatsciencewriting.aspx
https://www.vitae.ac.uk/vitae-publications/reports/innovate-open-university-social-media-handbook-vitae-2012.pdf
https://sciencecommunicationbreakdown.wordpress.com/

Kirsty.heber-smith@mpls.ox.ac.uk
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